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A     FEW 

PLAIN  QUESTIONS,  ^c. 


Friends  and  Countrymen^ 

A   T  this  time,  when  fo  much  pains  is  taken  to  mif- 
/  lead  and  hurt  you,  there  needs  no  apology  iVotn 

any  man  of  common  fenfe  for  giving  you  advice,  '-ind 
telling  you  his  mind.  I  am  no  arguer  nor  politician  ; 
but  1  know  triah,  and  can  fee  ajlate  of  fads  as  well  as 
thofe  who  are;  and,  in  that  view,  I  beg  leave  to  put  fome 
queftions  to  you  2Xi^  your  "^xtitXid^zA  friends, 

Thefe  gentlemen  endeavour  to  perfuade  you,  that  \^ 
you  are  an  oppre/Jcd  and  a  miferable  people.  •  I  afk 
you,  Did  you  know  this  before  they  informed  you  ? 
and  what  kind  of  mifery  and  oppreffion  can  it  be  which 
the  fufferer  did  not  feel  or  find  out  for  himfelf,  but  muft 
learn  from  another  perfon,  and  that  other  a  flranger 
to  him  and  his  fuuation  ? 

I  would  alk  you  too.  How  a  people  can  be  opprefTed, 
where  every  induftrions  man  receives  better  wages, 
has  a  better  houfe  over  his  head,  puts  better  cloaths  on 
.bis  back,  and  betrer  meat  in  his  belly,  than  his  father 
did  before  him,  or  ever  hoped  to  do  ? 

Further,  I  would  alk  you.  What  is  the  difference 
between  your  fituation  now  and  two  years  ago,  when 
all  was  peace,  contentment,  and  good  humour  among 
you  ?  Is  there  any  diiference  but  this,  that  the  coun- 
try ha«;  improved,  and  trade  and  induflry  have  thriven 
ftill  fallcr  than  before  j  and  that,  looking  to  our  neigh 
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bour  kingdom,  France,  we  have  (till  more  caufe  of 
thankfulnefs  to  Providence,  that  we  are  not,  like  her, 
laid  wade  with  war  and  murder,  and,  in  ail  points,  going 
on  from  bad  to  worfe,  in  the  highway  to  perdition  ? 

Have  you  not  too  the  fame  good  King  upon  the 
throne,  whom,  not  four  years  ago,  the  whole  nation' 
prayed  for  as  for  a  father  ?  and  what  has  he  done  fmce, 
(I  challenge  his  enemies  to  tell  you,  if  they  can,)  that 
you  fhould  now  cry  out  againfl:  him  as  a  tyrant  and  op- 
preflbr  ? 

But  (fay  your  friends)  you  are  opprefTed,  bc- 
caufe  the  nation  is  loaded  with  heavy  taxes. — And  out 
of  whofe  pockets,  I  afk  you,  do  thofe  taxes  chiefly  come  i 
— From  thofe  who  have  wherewith  to  pay,  or  thofe 
who  have  it  not  ?  The  houfe,  window,  and  land  taxes, 
the  tax  on  offices,  carriages,  faddle-horefs,  and  fervants, 
the  taxes  on  all  the  coftly  articles  of  drefs,  or  furniture," 
or  living,  are  thefe  paid  by  the  landholders  and  the  rlch^ 
or  by  the  labouring  people,  who  have  no  fuch  things 
belonging  to  them  ?  Some  taxes,  I  grant  you,  there 
are,  which  are  paid  by  all,  but  ftill  only  in  proportion 
to  their  means.  And  for  what  rcafon  have  your  wages 
rifen,  but  becaufe  your  expence  of  living  is  greater, 
owing  to  thofe  very  taxes.  Take  off  thofe  taxes,  and 
down  fail  your  wages — where  is  your  profit  then  ?  * 

Befides,  Hoiv  are  thefe  friends  of  yours  to  take  off 
thefe  taxes  ?  By  declaring  the  nation  bankrupt  (fay 
they)  and  ftriking  off  the  national  debt — and  indeed  it 
is  clear,  that  while  the  debt  remains,  fo  muft  the  taxes 
to  pay  the  intereft.  Now,  pray,  where  would  be  our 
relief  in  that  ?     The  creditors  of  the  nation  are,  for  the 

raofl: 

*  It  is  a  well-known  fsA,  (but,  I  dare  fay,  your  friends  have  con- 
cealed it  from  you,)  that  over  all  Europe,  wherever  taxes  are  few» 
there  wages  are  low  in  proportion ;  a.ad  the  cafe  would  be  the  fame 
with  you  if  our  taxes  were  leflcoed 
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mofl:  part  our  owa  people — Britifli  fubjetls — and  above 
all,  they  are  our  own  traders,  manufacturers,  and  ar- 
tifts,  who  have  ttuftcd  to  the  nation,  as  to  a  iz^e  bank, 
the  faviniTs  and  earnings  of  the  induftry  of  their  whole 
lives.  All  ihefe  honed  and  worthy  people  your  reform- 
ers are  to  cheat  and  beggar  at  one  blow.  And  fo  tliis 
capital  remedy  turns  out  to  be,  that  we  are  to  ruin  oae 
half  of  our  people,  in  order  to  relieve  the  other  ;  who, 
(as  I  have  faid  above,)  will  be  juli  where  they  were, 
by  the  fall  of  wages,  after  all — An  excellent  fpecimen 
this,  both  of  the  wifdom  of  thofe  politicians,  and  of  their 
notions  of  honefty  and  juftice  ! 

They  tell  you  next,  you  are  oppreiTed  be-  jjf^ 
caufe  the  public  money  is  thrown  away  on  the  expen- 
ces  of  a  Court,  and  in  great  falaries  to  officers  and  place- 
men. This  is  a  plaufible  thing  to  fay  ;  but  the  anfwer 
is  very  plain,  and  I  bring  the  thing  home  to  you  at 
-ODce.  How  would  you  look  upion  a  Sheriff  or  a  Lord 
of  Sellion  that  could  not  keep  a  decent  coat  on  his 
back,  or  upon  a  King  that  had  none  to  wait  upon  or 
attend  him  ?  If  men  in  places  of  trufl:  v:ere  not  fuffi- 
ciently  paid,  who  of  any  education  or  ability,  or  truft- 
worthy,  would  take  thofe  places  ? — Of  what  ft- rvice  could 
fuch  mean  magiitratcs  be  ?  Who  would  anfwer  or 
obey  them,  or  be  afraid  of  their  authority  ?  or  who 
would  put  any  faith  in  either  their  honefly  or  fkill,  or 
could  they  prove,  (as  theyare  meant  to  be,)  a  terror 
to  evil-doers,  and  a  praife  to  them  that  do  wr.li?  There 
is  no  one  of  you,  gifted  with  any  fenfe,  but  knows  and 
fees,  as  well  as  1  who  tell>— h.i,  that  without  fome  ihow 
and  (late  the  profligate  and  evil-deer  is  not  to  be  kapt 
in  awe — Difficult  enough  it  is  to  awe  him,  even  with 
that  afliftancc.  The  cafe  is  jufl  the  fame  in  all  the  o- 
rher  lorts  of  office  ;  you  mull  pay  "the  men  well,  or  you 
can  have  none  but  knaves  to  fervc  you,  who  will  foon 
cheat  the  ftate  and  the  people  out  of  twenty  times  the 
fsTO,  that  haj  been  ^aved  upon  their  fa^arie?. 
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VI.  What  fay  your  friends  next  ?  That  you  are  not 
a  free  people i  becaufe  you  have  no  vote  in  the  choice 
of  the  members  of  Parliament,  Now,  my  friends,  if 
the  want  of  that  is  the  want  of  freedom,  then  are  you 
only  in  the  fame  condition  with  nineteen  out  of  twenty 
of  thofe,  whom  the  refomiers  chufe  to  call  your  oppref- 
fors.  1  he  richeft  manufacturer,  merchant,  or  farmer  ; 
a  writer  or  an  advocate  ;  a  furgeon  or  phyfician  ;  a  mi- 
nifter  of  the  gofpel,  an  officer  of  the  army,  a  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Seffion  or  Jufticiary,  as  little  has  any  of 
thefe  a  vote,  unlefs  he  has  land,  or  bears  office  in  a 
burgh.  So,  at  the  very  worft,  thefe  pcrfons,  ac- 
cording to  this  notion  of  freedom,  are  all  flaves  along 
with  you  ;  yet  (with  a  very  few  exceptions)  all  thefe 
orders  of  perfons  are  content  with  their  lot,  and  are 
making  no  complaint  on  the  fubje6t. 

But,  when  your  friends  tell  you,  that  votings  and 
this  alone  is  freedom,  they  tell  you  a  falfehood.     True 
freedom  is  freedom/ro/zz  injury.     It  is  the  prote£lion   of 
law  in  life,  perfon,  property,  and  reputa[ion.     Which 
protection  who  is   there   among  you,  the  lowefh  and 
moft  deftitute,  nay,  the  mod  vicious  and  criminal,  that 
does  not  enjoy  to   fuch  a  fullncfs  and  degree,  as  was 
never  enjoyed  in  any  country  but  ours?    Not  the  moft 
notorious  milcreant  and  robber,  whom  a  whole    coun- 
try wilhes  to  be  rid  of,  but   mufl  have  his  folcmnand 
expenfive  trial,  and  fuft'er  a  conviction  on   full  hiwful 
proof,   by  verdift  of    his   country,   e'er  the    higheft 
authority   in  the   land,    even   the   King   himfelf,    can 
touch  a  hair  of  his  head.     In  a  land  where  this  is  fo, 
to  tell  the  honed  and  iadur.dous  mari   that  he  is  not 
free — he  whom  both  State  ami  King  -are  for  tlieir  own 
fake  intcrcfted  to  encourage,  is  an  impofition  and  infult 
to  his  common  fenfc.     Who  can  take  any  thing  from 
him  ?    Who  can  condrain,  hurt,   or  meddle  with  him 
in  his  outgoings  or  incomings, or  in  any  of  his  connec- 
tions or  concerns  ?     He   has  freedom  of  thought  and 
confcience — freedom  of  fpeech  and  writing — freedom 

of 
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of  condnfl  and  a£lion  ;  fo  he  but  walk  by  the  fcrip- 
ture  rule  of  doing  as  he  would  be  done  by.  It  is  fecu- 
rity  in  thefe  points  that  makes  the  freedom^  becaufe  it 
is  thefe  that  make  the  bappinefsy  of  the  rational  and 
well  difpofed  man.  As  to  a  vote  or  fhare  in  the  go- 
vernment, that  is  not  matter  o^  freedom^  but  of  vanity 
and  power^  which  only  the  reftlcfs  and  the  proud  man 
is  anxious  for,  to  fatisfy  his  felf-conceit,  and  which, 
God  knows,  are  not  the  way  to  happinefs,  but  to  cor- 
ruption of  heart  and  vexation  of  fpirit  ?  What  figni- 
fies  (it  is  an  obvious  queftion),  how  or  by  whom  the 
Parliament  is  chofen,  if  it  is  fuch  a  Parliamtnc  as  fe- 
cures  the  people  in  the  above-mentioned  fubftantial 'en- 
joyments  :  choofe  it  any  way  you  will,  it  cannot  do  you 
more  good.  That  is  the  end,  the  fole  end,  of  their  being 
chofen  at  all ;  and  when  we  are  in  pofleffion  of  the 
end,  why  in  the  name  of  wonder  would  we  quarrel 
with  the  m.eans  by  which  we  have  gained  it  ? 

Do  but  look  about  you  and  fav,  Thofe  fmall  burp'hs 
which  have  a  Ihare  in  the  eleOions — what  the  better  arc 
they  for  it  ?  Such  a  place  as  Lauder,  for  inftance,  or 
Jedburgh,  Kintore,  or  Invcrury,  and  many  others 
which  fend  a  member  to  Parliament ;  is  it  there  that 
trade  and  manufa£tures  are  thriving  ?  Or  is  it  at  II ii wick, 
Paiiley,  Greenock,  Manchefler,  and  BirmingbamjWhich 
have  no  (hare  in  elections  whatever  ?  Nay,  is  it  not  no- 
torious, that  the  former  places  are  kept  mean,  and  beg- 
garly, and  idle,  by  means  of  thofe  veiy  votes,  on  which 
thefe  friends  of  yours  would  perfuade  you,  that  all 
good  things  depend.  The  reaJon  is  plain  ;  they  truft 
to  thefe  voce?,  and  not  to  their  induftry,  for  bread. 

Look  in  the  next  place  over  the  water,  to  that  coun- 
try, (France)  which  thefe  fame  friends  of  yonrs  point 
out  to  you  as  a  pattern,  and  defer! be  as  a  Paradife  ; 
and  take  your  choice  of  Britifh  freedom,  fuch  as  we 
have  it,  or  of  French  freedom  fuch  as  they  have  had 
for  thefe  two  years  palh  There,  to  be  fare,  every  man 
\\2.'=>  freedom  of  vote  in  ail   things.      And   along  wilIi  it 
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what  has  he  more  ?  The  freedom  of  being  at  the 
mercy  in  all  things  of  all  the  mifcreants  in  the  king- 
dom. J  he  freedom  of  having  his  houfe  burned,  his 
goods  plundered,  his  wife  and  children  knocked  in  the 
head,  and  himfelf  tucked  up  at  a  lamp-pod:,  without 

judge    or    trial,   or  time   to  fay  his  prayers. And 

all  at  the  iniligation  of  any  fcoundrel,  who  dillikes  his 
face,  or  who  owes  him  money,  or  has  taken  a  fancy  to 
his  effefis.  Thefe  are  the  precious  fruits  of  the  French 
Reform.  Is  it  poilible  that  any  creature,  not  in  bed- 
lam, or  fit  for  it,  can  think  fuch  a  itate  defirable,  or 
that  the  malice  of  any  being  (but  Satan  himfelf)  could 
Avilh  fuch  inifery,  not  to  fiiy  to  his  own  native  country, 
but  to  any  country  or  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Y^  Another  argument  of  your  friends  is  this,  "  All 
'•  mtn  fhould  iliaie  in  the  government  becaufe  all  are 
*'  iit  for  it ;  and  of  all  things  the  eafieft  and  plainefl 
"  is  the  making  cf  good  laws."  A  ftrange  difcovery 
JGOced — that  a  thing  is  fit  for  all  men,  the  dullell  and 
jTiod  ignorant,  which  has  till  now  been  often  felt  too 
much  for  the  wifeft  and  moft  enlightened.  Has  any  of 
voii  occafion  for  advice  in  his  own  aifairs,  he  poes  to 
the  bell  fcholar  of  his  acquaintance,  or  to  the  bert:  in- 
formed and  mod  experienced  of  his  neighbours.  But 
the  nation,  it  feems,  is  to  be  advifed  in  its  affairs,  which 
concern  us  all  and  our  children,  by  thofe  who  can 
neither  write  nor  read,  nor  had  ever  time  to  fpare  a 
moment's  thought  from  the  care  of  their  own  fubfift- 
cnce  To  teach  a  man  to  m.ake  a  flioe,  or  fliape  a  coat, 
yoi"  bind  him  apprentice  for  many  years  and  on  no 
other  terms  do  you  think  him  ix:ortby  to  enter  into  any 
of  your  corporations  ;  but  he  may  be  free  of  the  great 
corporation  of  government  without  any  apprenticelhip, 
or  education,  or  trial  of  fkill ;  and  the  making  of  wife 
laws  to  rule  a  whole  land,  is,  it  feems,  -a  fimple  craft, 
in  which  every  man  is  to  fet  up  for  himfelf,  upon  his 
own  flock  of  knowledge,  or  with  no  flock  at  all. 

Here  look  lo  France  again,   and  fee  how  this  has 
fucceedcd.      Following  this  plan,  has  not  that  great 

country 
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country  landed,  in  the  courfe  o^  three  years,  in  having 
fio  laws,  710  governmenr,  no  order  or  rule,  in  any  one 
thing  of  either  private  of  public  concern. 

In  fhort,  my  friends,  it  is  plain  common  fenfe,  that 
fiich  affairs  are  only  fit  for  the  handling  of  men  of 
knowledge  and  condition,  who  have  leifure  to  think 
about  them,  and  to  make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  fab- 
jecl  ;  and  this  never  was  doubted  till  now. 

It  will  not  anfwer  the  purpofe  to  cry  out  (as  thefe  re- 
formers do)  that  Parliament  mud  be  reformed,  becaufe  it 
isproftitute  and  corrupt. — Nothing  is  ealier  than  to  give 
foul  names,and  it  is  eafieil  to  thofewbo  have  dealt  longed 
in  the  pra^lice  :  But  where  is  the  proof  of  the  charge  ? 
Has  not  the  nation    profpercd  under   this  Parliament, 
and  through   all  ranks  and   orders  of  the  people,  be- 
yond example  ?    Where  is  there  a  country  ib  thriving, 
and  fo  happy,  fo  powerfnl,  and  fo  much  admired  by 
other  nations  ?  Has  not  the  money  of  all  Europe,  been 
flowing  into  our  public  funds  ?    are  not  the  diftrefled 
and  perfecuied  from  all  quarters,  at  this  moment,  fly- 
ing into  it  for  refuge  ?  Know  the  tree,  I  fay,  from  the 
produce  :     It  cannot  be  a  poifonous  and  rotten  (look 
that  produces  fuch  abundance  of  excellent  and  whole- 
fome  fruit.    1  ails:,  too,  where  are  the  cruel  and  unjud, 
or  arbitrary  laws,  ^\hich  this  corrupted  Parliament  has 
pafTed  againft  the  liberty  of  the  people  ?     That  there 
are  none  fuch,  the  very  proceeding*;  of  thefe  reformers 
prove:  For  if  Parliament  were  unjuji^  they  would  be 
jealous  too  ;   and  to   reftrain   the   liberty  of  fpeech  and 
prefs,  would  be  the  firft  they  would  think  of:    No  one 
would  be  allowed  to  wag  his  tongue  againft  them,  as 
cow  is  done   every  wliere,  not  in  holes  and  corners, 
but  in  public  flreets,   and   in    the  face   of  day.      If, 
however,   your   pretended  friends  go   on  in  the  way 
they    are    doing,   their   feditious    practices     mud    be 
reftrained,  and  every  honed  man  will  wilh  Parliament  to 
redrain  them  and  to  prevent  them  from  ruining  you  and 
us  all. 

Another 
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VI.  Another  reafon,  it  feems,  why  you  are  not  free,  is 
that  feme  have  great  e(lat<;s,  and  fome  have  none  at 
all.  But  let  rhofe  levellers  anfwer  this  :  How  were 
great  eftates  at  firft  madcj  but  by  indaftry  and  good 
fortune  ?  and  who  will  be  induflrious  and  aftive,  if  he  and 
his  are  not  to  enjoy  his  gains  ?  Would  they  have  a  law 
made,  to  hinder  a  poor  man  from  turning  rich,  as  num- 
bers among  you  are  now  daily,  and  happily,  doing  ? 
Obferve  too  how  far  this  will  go.  If  a  Duke  or  Earl 
has  not  a  right  to  his  great  eftaiCjWhat  right  has  the 
portioner  or  feuer  in  any  village  to  his  ? — What  right 
ha«;  the  fhopkteper  to  his  fhop,  the  tenant  to  his  tack, 
the  Corporation  to  its  privileges  and  freedoms,  the  ma- 
ller  tradefman  to  the  work  of  his  a;pprentices  and  fer- 
vants,  or  any  working  roan  to  his  comfortable  meal, 
while  there  is  a  beggar  in  the  flree.t  that  wants  it  ?  All 
and  each  of  thcfe  rights  depend  on  the  eflablifhed  law 
of  the  land,  protecting  property  as  it  happens  tofland  : 
Dcdroy  it  as  to  the  great  properties,  and  the  fmall  will 
not  be  long  of  following. 

Obferve  too  ths  ccnkqupnce — 'For  who  but  the  rich 
take  off  the  rare  and  coilly  manufactures,  fo  various 
that  it  would  take  a  day  to  tell  thein  ?  And  what  then 
is  to  become  of  the  many  many  thoufands  who  find 
their  bread    in  the  makins^  of  thefe  articles  ? 

Obferve  too  the  impiety  of  this  equalizing  plan — For 
jfince  property  has  been  unequal  in  all  ages  and  coun- 
tries, what  is  this  but  a  charge  againft  Providence,  for 
having  ordered  and  directed,  from  the  beginning  of 
time,  a  (late  of  injuftice  and  opprcffion  ? 
VII.  I  have  feen  a  third  reafon  given  to  convince  you  that 
you  are  not  free,  namely.  That  there  is  a  law  for 
quelling  mobs  by  military  force.  But  what  their  mean- 
ing in  this  can  be,  it  is  difhcult  to  conceive.  Do  they 
mean  to  fiy,  that  a  mob  is  a  right  and  lawful  thing, 
or  not  a  thing  to  be  afraid  of,  or  that  they  fliould  be 
fuffered  to  take  their  courfe,  burning,  plundering,  and 
dcftroying  at  their  plcafure  ?  To  complain  of  this, 
is    to   complain    of  being  protC(5ted  againfl  the 

raoft 
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Bioft  dreadful  calamities  and  misfortunes,  and  that  the 
jDrderly  and  quiec  are  not  given  up  to  the  proflig-.uc  and 
abandoned.  It  is  to  complain  of  the  law,  and  civil  ma- 
^iilrate :  For  when  the  military  does  a<ft,  it  is  not  of 
itfelf,  or  by  its  own  authority,  but  by  order  of  the  or«> 
dinary  civil  magidrate,  in  vvhofe  hands  it  is  a  mere  in- 
flrumenr,  jufl:  as  his  officers  and  conftablcs  are  on  any 
common  occafion. 

Your  friends,  however,  affure  you,  that  they  are  VIII. 
alfo  the  friends  of  order^  and  enemies  to  ali  mobbing 
and  difiurbance.  But  how  does  their  diljike  of  them 
appear  ?  In  their  labouring  to  fill  your  minds  v.'iih  cif- 
contcnt,  jealoufy,  and  rage  ;  with  an  opinion  that  you 
are  wronged,  fleeced,  and  oppiefled  ;  with  every  feel- 
ing, in  fliort,  to  make  you  defperste  and  impatient,  and 
to  move  you  to  exceffes.  'lis  juft  as  if  a  man  fhould 
tofs  a  match  into  a  barrel  of  gun  powder  in  his  neigh- 
bour's houfe,  and  allure  him  that  he  meant  no  harm, 
and  that  if  any  fire  fhould  happen  there,  he  might  de- 
pend on  his  afTiftance.  So  far  their  diflike  of  tumults 
is,  however,  I  believe,  flncere,  that  they  will  not  ap- 
pear in  them  perfonaiiy  themfelves  ;  that  is,  they  will 
pufli  you  on  to  run  the  riilc  of  your  lives  and  perfons 
on  the  fpot,  and  leave  you  in  the  lurch  to  anfwcr  the 
law   for  your  attempt  thereafter. 

One  qucflion  more  1  have  to  aflc  you.  What  fort  IX, 
of  people,  in  general,  are  thefe  Reformers  in  thofc 
articles,  by  which  you  commonly  difiinguifli  good  men 
from  bad  ?  Are  they,  for  the  moll  part,  the  mod  re- 
fpe^able  and  worthy  ptrfons  in  your  town  or  cpiarter 
of  the  country  ?  Frugal  and  attentive  to  bulinefs,  jail 
in  their  dealings  and  thriving  in  their  trades,  decent 
and  exemplary  in  their  convcrfation  and  behaviour, 
punctual  in  the  payment  of  their  debts,  indulgent  to  their 
Icrvants  and  dependents,  dutiful  to  their  families,  and 
charitable  to  the  poor  ?  If  they  do  not  anfwer  this  de- 
fcription  you  are  furely  very  fimple  to  cxpe61  any  good 
from  them.  |  Let 

f  What  can  be  thereafonwhy  The  Friends  of  the  P<r(?/'/ir  never  publirti 
a  hfl  of.iheir  names  auddeSgnaiions  ?  Which  are  they  afhamed  of,  ili 
caufe,  or  themfelves  ? 
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Let  me,  before  I  conclude,  give  you  one  found  piece 
of  advice.  Be  always  fufpicious  of  great  promifes 
and  of  ttie  man  who  pretends  too  high  a  zeal  and  con 
cern  in  yor/r  caufc,  when  it  is  not  his  caufe,  and  whc- 
ihere  is  no  natural  call  upon  him  fo  to  do.  That  man, 
depend  npon  it,  has  fecret  and  interefled  ends  of  his 
own  to  drive ;  for  it  is  not  in  human  nature  that  one 
man  iliould  take  great  trouble,  and  run  great  liiks, 
and  make  great  facrifices,  forperfons  he  is  a  ftranger  to, 
and  with  whom  he  has  no  connection.  Take  my  word 
for  it,  all  this  fupport  from  people  above  you,— all  this 
printing,  and  meeting,  and  fpeaking,— all  this  proffer 
of  fupport  with  heart,  hand,  property,  and  perfons,  nei- 
ther are  nor  can  be  without  fome  profpe^t  of  profit  to 
tliemfelves,  from  a  commotion  and  difturbance.  And 
what  the  motives  are,  you  can  be  at  no  great  lofs  to  fee, 
if  you  but  look  at  the  men.  If  they  were  in  general  men 
of  property  and  fubftance,  holders  of  place  and  employ- 
ment in  the  land,  or  having  profpcifl:  of  preferment  in  that 
way ;  and  if  yon  faw  them  laying  down  thefe  places 
and  employments,  or  putting  that  property  to  hazard, 
for  your  fake,  it  would  then  be  fome  earnefl;  of  their 
finccrity  and  good  intentions.  But  you  know,  or 
ought  to  know,  that  this  is  not  the  cafe.  That  fome 
fmcere  and  well-intentioned,  but  deluded,  perfons  are 
amongfl:  them,  I  am  indeed,  in  charity,  bound  to  be- 
lieve :  but  for  the  greater  part  of  thefe  pretended  pa- 
triots, is  it  not  public,  that  they  are  either  needy  men, 
who  have  no  polTeflions  to  venture,  or  men  who  have 
been  mortified  in  their  ambitious  or  greedy  projects,  and 
who  having  thus  forfeited  all  tide  to  favour  or  advance- 
ment, are  defirous  of  change  or  commotion,  in  the 
hope  that  things  may  be  turned  upfide  down,  and  fo 
themfelves  brought  to  the  top. 

What  is  mod  material,  and  the  befl:  touchftone  of  a- 
ny — Of  what  principles  are  they  in  matters  of  reli- 
gion ?  Freethinkers,  Unitarians,  Socinians ,  and  the  a- 
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poftles  of  I  know  not  how  many  new  creeds,  made  af- 
ter their  own  conceit  and  fancy.  Some  of  them>  indeed, 
go  a  ftep  farther,  and  have  freed  themfelves  from  what 
they  call  the  fliackles  of  religion  altogether.  This  is 
a  part  of  their  admiration,  in  imitation  of  the  French. 
In  the  French  Aflemblies,  you  cannot  but  have  remarked, 
even  the  pretence  of  belief  in  a  God  or  a  future  ftate  is  ri- 
diculed and  laid  afide.  The  abufes  of  /Z^ar  religion  may 
be  fome  excufe  for  their  errors  and  cxtravaofancies. 
But  what  fliall  be  our  excufe  who  profefs  the  true  and 
the  reformed  religion,  if  we  take  thcfc  wild  and  \vander- 
ing  lights  as  our  guides  upon  our  way. 

Let  me  here  conclude.  You  know  thtfe  things  to 
be  true, — make  the  right  ufe  of  them  before  it  be  too 
late.  You  know  how  you  are;  how  ill  you  may  make 
yourfclvesno  man  can  tell  you. 

A  FRIEND  OF  ORDER,  ^ 
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